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Aim

To implement a framework to organize data, methods,

and results used in ICES assessments, so they are

easy to find and rerun later with new data.



Fisheries advice

At home institutes

I Scientists: analyze data, finalize model, tabulate and plot results

At ICES

I Expert group: review results, write report and draft advice

I Advice drafting group: review the advice

I Advisory committee finalize and release advice
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Basis of the assessment 

 

Table 6.3.47.4 Spotted ray in Subarea IV and Divisions IIIa and VIId. The basis of the assessment. 

ICES stock data category 3.2 (ICES, 2015a). 

Assessment type Survey-trends (ICES, 2015b). 

Input data Annual landings since 2012. IBTS Q1 and Q3 Survey, UK-7d Beam trawl survey. 

Discards and bycatch Unknown. 

Indicators None. 

Other information Life history. 

Working group Working Group on Elasmobranch Fishes (WGEF). 

 

Information from stakeholders 

esp. 
s:t

2009 -  

2010 -  

2011 -  

2012 - 297 

2013 - 284 

2014 - 146 

2015 -  

2016 291  

2017 291  

rance ands and) and) 
d 

10.4 25.3 180.0 23.6 58.1 297.3 

11.6 26.6 119.4 41.5 84.9 284.1 

4.3 35.5 66.4 26.8 13.2 146.2 
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Summary of the assessment 

 

Table 6.3.47.8 Spotted ray in Subarea IV and Divisions IIIa and VIId. Assessment summary. The annual combined stock size indicator is 

calculated as the average across surveys (all indices in n hr>í), where each individual survey index has been previously 

scaled to its long-term average. 

Year IBTS Q1 IBTS Q3 UK BTS Q3 Combined stock size indicator 

1993 0.45 0.73 1.22 0.80 

1994 0.40 1.15 1.34 0.96 

1995 0.94 0.37 2.69 1.33 

1996 0.36 0.44 0.82 0.54 

1997 1.04 0.00 1.52 0.85 

1998 0.46 0.35 1.62 0.81 

1999 0.36 1.75 1.30 1.14 

2000 0.34 0.02 1.07 0.48 

2001 0.27 0.18 0.49 0.31 

2002 0.79 0.09 1.37 0.75 

2003 0.69 0.16 1.29 0.71 

2004 0.55 0.25 1.60 0.80 

2005 0.97 0.64 0.51 0.71 

2006 0.27 0.64 0.78 0.56 

2007 0.98 1.35 0.49 0.94 

2008 2.80 0.48 0.51 1.26 

2009 1.46 1.59 0.41 1.16 

2010 1.65 1.52 0.53 1.23 

2011 1.16 1.79 0.81 1.25 

2012 2.34 2.05 0.56 1.65 

2013 2.25 2.36 0.49 1.70 

2014 1.47 4.09 0.58 2.05 
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Fisheries advice
Icelandic haddock

ICES Advice on fishing opportunities, catch, and effort
Iceland Sea and Greenland Sea Ecoregions Published 12 June 2015

2.3.12 Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) in Division Va (Iceland grounds)

ICES stock advice

ICES advises that when the Icelandic management plan is applied, catches in the fishing year 2015/2016 should be no more
than 36 400 t. 

Stock development over time

The spawning-stock biomass (SSB) increased from 2001 to 2004 after several strong year classes and was large from 2004 to
2008. Since 2008 the SSB has decreased. Advice for the fishing year 2015/2016 is calculated as 0.4 times the estimated
biomass of haddock ≥45 cm (reference biomass) in the beginning of the year following the assessment year. The harvest rate
is currently estimated near target of 0.4. Recruitment is highly variable and was high in the period 1998–2003, with five
strong year classes, of which the 2003 year class was very strong. The 2008–2013 year classes are all estimated to be weak
while the 2014 year class is estimated to be strong.

Figure 2.3.12.1 Haddock in Division Va. Summary of stock assessment (weights in thousand tonnes). 

ICES Advice 2015, Book 2 1
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Workflow



Benefits

I See exactly how calculations were done:
reviewability, traceability

I Highlight changes since last year:
data, model settings

I Quality assurance:
check integrity, catch errors

I Easy to find data and results from final assessment



Benefits

I Open and reproducible science, improved quality control

I Easy for scientists around the world to get ICES data

I Easy to run an update assessment next year

I If scientist changes jobs, next person can take over

I Existing and future tools can use TAF services



Today’s question

Is the management

of this stock based on

open and transparent science?



TAF links

Main landing page - http://taf.ices.dk

One-page flyer - https://ices-taf-dev.github.io/pdf/taf-flyer.pdf

Tutorial

(video) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FweJbr9hfdY

(written) - https://github.com/ices-taf/doc/blob/master/tutorial-1/README.md

Procedure to get an assessment into TAF
https://github.com/ices-taf/doc/blob/master/procedure.md

TAF assessment scripts - https://github.com/ices-taf

http://taf.ices.dk
https://ices-taf-dev.github.io/pdf/taf-flyer.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FweJbr9hfdY
https://github.com/ices-taf/doc/blob/master/tutorial-1/README.md
https://github.com/ices-taf/doc/blob/master/procedure.md
https://github.com/ices-taf


Thanks!

  

Questions?

colin.millar@ices.dk

arni.magnusson@ices.dk

http://taf.ices.dk

http://taf.ices.dk

